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REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 


The  committee  on  education,  to  whom  was  referred  an  itemof 
unfinished  business  of  last  session,  relative  to  providing  a fund 
for  a general  system  of  education,  and  to  v/honi  also  were  refer- 
red various  petitions  on  the  same  subject,  REPORT: 

That  the  petitions  on  this  subject  are  numerous,  arc  from  vari- 
ous parts  or  the  state,  and  are  signed  by  a large  number  ot  very 
respectable  citizens.  The  urgent  requests  of  so  many  of  our  con- 
stituents, and  the  intrinsic  importance  of  the  measure  proposed, 
combine  to  press  it  upon  the  serious  attention  of  the  legislature. 
The  difiusion  of  education  among  the  great  body  of  the  people,  is 
an  object  very  near  the  hearts  of  the  benevolent  and  humane.  It 
IS  conceded  to  be  the  most  powerful  means  of  furthering  the 
cause  of  morality  and  religion ; and  its  importance  to  a country 
possessing  a republican  form  of  government,  is  universally  admit- 
ted. I'o  accomplish  this  great  object,  therefore,  if  within  our 
means,  would  seem  upon  many  and  high  considerations,  to  be  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  government  of  this  state. 

Your  committee  are  well  aware,  tliat  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement, in  which  the  state  is  now  embarked,  is  so  expensive, 
that  any  great  disbursements  from  the  treasury,  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, are  not  now  to  be  expected.  All  that  your  committee  can 
hope  to  see  done  at  present,  is  to  begin  the  accumulation  of  a fund 
which  shall  be  solemnly  pledged  to  this  object.  They  hope  that 
the  annual  addition  to  be  made  to  this  fund,  and  the  interest 
thereon,  will  in  time  carry  the  blessings  of  co;nmon  schools  into  the 
most  remote  parts  of  the  commonwealth. 

Your  committee  are  no  friends  to  a servile  imitation  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  sister  statesj  but  they  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  adopt  such  of  their  laws  and  usages  as  are  found  to  work  ivell 
in  practice,  and  which  we,  in  the  exercise  of  our  judgments,  ap- 
prove. It  is  no  objection  to  them,  that  they  were  not  originally 
commenced  here,  if  they  are  right  and  proper  in  themselves.  By 
the  report  of  the  superintendant  of  common  schools  in  the  state  ol 
Tsew  York,  made  to  the  legislature  in  January,  1827,  it  appears 
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that  state  has  a school  fund  amounting  to  S 1,353,47'7.  Thijlic 
fund,  during  the  year  1826,  yielded  the  nett  income  of  S 85,267.  j’Die 

This  amount  of  money  was  divided[amongthe  several  townships  Jiiti 
upon  the  principle  that  each  township  should  contribute  to  the  suj|{es 
port  of  the  schools  an  amount  equal  to  that  received  from  the  schoc^  iec 
fund.  'I  his  it  appears,  was  done  by  all  the  townships.  Withth  1m 
money  so  raised,  common  schools  were  supported  in  the  year  1826  ijlie 
in  the  8,114  school  districts,  into  which  the  state  of  New  York  ii  'jos 
divided 5 and  the  average  time  of  instruction  in  th-e  schools,  wai  Ifc 
eight  months  of  that  year.  In  these  schools  during  the  year  1 826,  |ttri 
there  were  taught  43!, 60 1 children.  The  W’hole  number  of  chil  jtin 
dren  in  that  state,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen,  was  thaijne 
year,  411,256.  So  it  appears,  that  there  were  educated  in  the i^, 
common  schools,  in  that  year,  a number  of  children,  greater  by' 
16,  Ot,  than  the  whole  number  of  children  in  the  state  who  werejitj 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years.  jdi 

This  result  your  committee  think  is  admirable.  All  the  rising|tli, 
generation  of  a great  community  aie  instructed  in  the  rudiments  jii 
of  learning.  The  doors  of  the  common  school  houses  are  open  to  |jl 
all  without  distinction,  and  the  chddreu  of  tlie  rich  and  the  poor 
meet  tliere  in  the  participation  of  a compion  bepefit,  upon  terms  of  ij| 
tlie  most  perfect  equality.  Such  a system  is  abovp  all  praise,  and  > 
deserves  imitation  every  where.  ■( 

Your  committee  are  not  informed  of  all  the  sources  from  which  j; 
the  government  of  New  York  have  derived  their  .common  school  i 
fund,  but  tliey  observe,  that,  in  the  new  constitution  of  that  state, 
all  moneys  thereafter  to  be  received  for  lands  owned  by  the  state, 
are  appropriated  to  that  fund. 

This  has  led  your  com}nittee  to  reflect  upon  the  propriety  of 
raising  a fund  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  by  setting  apart 
for  hat  purpose,  all  moneys  hereafter  paid  into  the  treasury  for 
land.  The  amount  due  the  state  for  land,  it  appears,  has  been 
variously  estimated  from  one  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  Suppose 
it  to  be  one  million  and  a half,  it  rvould  amount  to  a larger  sum 
than  the  New  York  fund,  which,  as  we  have  seen  before,  has  pro- 
duced such  wonderful  results.  If  the  money,  as  it  is  paid  into  the 
treasiiiy,  shall  be  invested  in  some  productive  stock,  and  the  inter- 
est thereon  invested  in  like  manner,  no  great  length  of  time  will 
elapse,  before  the  fund  will  amount  to  a large  sum.  The  particu- 
lar mode  of  its  distribution,  among  the  sevoi’al  counties  and  town- 
ships, can  be  bettew  settled,  when  the  fund  shall  have  increased  to 
such  a sum,  as  to  render  the  distribution  of  its  interest  expedient. 

The  question  will  naturally  present  itself,  whether  the  state  of 
our  finances  will  admit  of  the  subtraction  of  that  portion  of  our 
revenue  derived  from  lands.  Your  committee  have  been  informed, 
that  as  a means  of  meeting  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  govern- 
ment, the  receipts  from  lands  are  not  much  to  be  depended  on.  Thq 
amount  is  exceedingly  fluctuating.  The  amount  received  during 
the  last  year  is  pretty  large — for  some  of  the  preceding  years  it  w as 
small.  It  would  therefore  seem,  that  this  source  of  revenue  could 


be  taken  for  a school  fund  "with  less  inconvenience  than  either  of 
the  others.  The  amount  to  be  recieved  during  any  year,  from  the 
interest  of  our  bank  stock,  from  auction  duties,  from  tavern  licen- 
ses, &c.  can  be  estimated  with  tolerable  accuracy;  while  that  to  be 
1 received  for  land  is  wholly  uncertain.  Your  committee  can  see  no 
I reasonable  doubt,  but  that,  independent  of  the  moneys  due  for  land, 
i tlie  state  has  ample  means  of  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
' government.  And  in  respect  to  the  canals  now  constructing, 
the  money  for  land  comes  m too  slow  to  assist  much  in  their  con- 
struction; and  the  friends  of  the  canal  are  of  opinion,  that  the  canals 
themselves  will  be  a source  of  revenue,  before  any  considei-a- 
i ble  part  of  the  money  due  for  lands’can  be  received  into  the  jtrea- 
sury. 

! It  may  not  be  here  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  money  due  to  the 
I state  for  land,  will  probably  be  paid  into  the  treasury  more 
cheerfully  and  • piomptly,*  when  the  payers  know  that  they  are 
thereby  laying  up  a rich  inheritance  for  their  posterity;  and  open- 
ing the  gates  of  knowledge  and  science  to  all  their  descendants  in 
I all  time  to  come. 

The  constitution  of  the  state,  which  we  have  severally  sworn  to 

• support,  enjoins  upon  us  the  duty  of  providing  for  the  general 
if  education  ot  the  people;  the  voice  of  our  fathers,  therefore,  from 
1 the  times  that  are  past,  urges  us  forward  to  this  measure,  and 

• gives  incalculable  force  to  the  other  many  and  weighty  considera- 
tions which  induce  its  adoption. 


